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Another form of intimate violence and maltreatment that is common and too often 
tolerated is between siblings. This form of violence and maltreatment is often rational-
ized as a “normal” and “inevitable” part of sibling interaction. As with spanking, 
observers often avoid the perceived harshness of terms like violence or abuse, preferring 
instead to talk about sibling conflict or aggression (Kettrey & Emery, 2006).

Tucker, Finkelhor, Turner, and Shattuck (2013) found that approximately 50 percent 
of children between the ages of 2 and 9 report sibling violence. These rates decline with 
age. Children are more likely to be the recipients of maltreatment when they are young 
and then, as they get older, they become the aggressor.

The issues are much the same with adult violence and maltreatment. Gavey (2013), 
for example, described a “cultural scaffolding of rape” that produces “forms of heterosex 
that set up the preconditions for rape—women’s passive, acquiescing sexuality,  

parents cannot be expected to avoid this behavior without training. “Rather than arguing that parents 
need to learn certain skills before they can stop using corporal punishment,” Straus argues, “I believe 
that parents are more likely to use and cultivate those skills if they decide or are required to stop 
spanking” (p. 156).

Myth 6: If you don’t spank, your children will be spoiled or will run wild. It is true that 
some children who are not spanked run wild, but it is equally true that some children who are 
spanked run wild. The key to having well-behaved children is being a consistent disciplinarian, not 
being a physical disciplinarian.

Myth 7: Parents spank rarely or only for serious problems. It is true that many parents 
perceive that they reserve spanking for serious problems, but Straus maintains that parents simply 
do not realize how often they hit their children. This is especially true for parents who use spanking 
as their primary discipline technique.

Myth 8: By the time a child is a teenager, parents have stopped spanking. The national 
child maltreatment surveys indicate that more than half of parents of 13- and 14-year-olds had hit 
their children in the preceding 12 months. With teenagers, corporal punishment is more likely to be 
a slap to the face than a slap to the bottom.

Myth 9: If parents don’t spank, they will verbally abuse their children. Parents who spank 
frequently are actually more likely than nonspanking parents to be verbally abusive.

Myth 10: It is unrealistic to expect parents never to spank. Straus is clearly frustrated by 
the level of acceptance of corporal punishment in the United States. He asks, “Is it unrealistic to 
expect husbands not to hit their wives? Why is violence unacceptable between strangers but accept-
able between a parent and child?” Straus concedes that it is probably not feasible to criminalize 
spanking in this culture, but he asserts that scholars who oppose spanking can make some progress 
“by showing parents that spanking is dangerous, that their children will be easier to bring up if 
they do not spank, and by clearly saying that a child should never, under any circumstances, be 
spanked” (p. 162).


